
Martyr to His Charity 
Died in Shreveport on October 8, 1873 

caring for victims of the Yellow Fever Epidemic

Almighty and merciful God, Your servant, 
FRANÇOIS LEVÉZOUËT , renounced family 
wealth and position, and You filled his heart with 
missionary zeal, a love of your people, especially 
the poor and uncatechized, dedication as a  
teacher of the young and evangelizer. Inspired  
and sustained by charity, he made the free and 
willing offering of his life for the salvation of his 
fellow man, in a distant city, during a virulent 
epidemic, seeing in it “the surest and shortest  
path to heaven.”  

Bestow upon me the grace to ardently love my 
neighbor and fully trust in Your providential love, 
as did this martyr to his charity. If it be Your 
will, O God, glorify our beloved Servant of God 
Fr. François, by granting the favor I now request 
through his intercession (mention your request), 
so that, we pray, all may know of his heroic virtue 
and holiness and may imitate his love for You and 
Your Church. Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
(Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be)

The Vatican’s Congregation for the Causes of the Saints approved 
the initiation of Fr. LeVézouët ’s cause. Bishop Francis I. Malone 

confirmed the title “Servant of God” on December 8, 2020.

For graces and favors received through the intercession of the Servant 
of God François LeVézouët , please contact the Office of the Postulator: 

beatification@dioshpt.org or 3500 Fairfield Ave., Shreveport, LA 71104 

Prayer for Beatification of 
Servant of God François LeVézouët 

Martyrs to their Charity

Father François LeVézouët 

SERVANT OF GOD

Greater love has no man than this, that 
a man lay down his life for his friends. 
(Jn 15:13)

FATHER FRANÇOIS LEVÉZOUËT,  
PRAY FOR US.

www.ShreveportMartyrs.org

Fr. Jean  
Pierre

Fr. Louis  
Gergaud

Fr. Isidore 
Quémerais

Fr. Jean Marie  
Biler

Fr. François 
LeVézouët  

IMPRIMATUR:  + FRANCIS I. MALONE, Bishop of Shreveport



When informed of the dire need for a priest in 
Shreveport, Fr. LeVézouët wholeheartedly desired 
to go to the stricken city, if that be the will of God 
through his bishop. Word of the determination of 
the pious and selfless priest traveled fast and many 
approached him, begging him not to go. “You are 
going to your death,” someone in the crowd told him. 
Fr. LeVézouët answered: 

I believe it, but I know that I am taking  
the surest and shortest path to heaven.

He arrived in time to administer the final sacraments 
to Fr. Jean-Marie Biler and later to Fr. Louis Gergaud, 
in addition to ministering to the physical and 
spiritual needs of hundreds who were but suffering 
strangers. Fr. LeVézouët himself fell ill with the fever. 
Bishop Martin issued a plea for priests from New 
Orleans, and two arrived just in time to provide  
Fr. LeVézouët his final Sacraments before he died  
on October 8, 1873, at the age of 40.   

Born in Brélidy, Brittany, France, on August 10, 1833
Ordained in Natchitoches, LA, on May 3, 1856

Ministered in Sabine and Natchitoches Parishes

François LeVézouët was born into a wealthy 
family but left all behind to enter the Seminary 
of St. Brieuc, where his intellect and gift for 
languages helped him excel in his studies. The 
young LeVézouët met Bishop Martin of Natchitoches 
on a recruitment mission in 1854. With apostolic 
zeal for the salvation of souls, he journeyed to the 
wilderness of northern Louisiana. 

Fr. LeVézouët became president of St. Joseph’s 
College and the diocesan Director of the Propagation 
of the Faith, all while serving with zeal and joy 
the poor and degraded peoples, spread out in the 
communities between the Red and Sabine Rivers. 
He instructed the people, validated marriages, 
built churches, and by the Divine Word and grace 
of the sacraments, elevated many to the dignity of 
Christians. He established the first church building 
and cemetery in Many. 

Father François LeVézouët 

SERVANT OF GOD
He is buried at St. Joseph Cemetery at the foot of 
the large Calvary monument in memory of all five 
Servants of God. 



Martyr to His Charity 
Died in Shreveport on September 15, 1873 

caring for victims of the Yellow Fever Epidemic

Almighty and merciful God, You filled the heart 
of your priest, ISIDORE QUÉMERAIS, with 
the passion of a selfless missionary, with piety, 
gentleness and unselfish dedication. He zealously 
labored but two-and-half years in Your vineyard, 
and, inspired and sustained by charity, made 
the free and willing offering of his life for the 
salvation of his fellow man, regardless of creed, 
ethnicity or status, during a virulent epidemic, 
consoling the sick and dying with hope of  
eternal life.

Bestow upon me the grace to ardently love my 
neighbor and fully trust in Your providential love, 
as did this martyr to his charity. If it be Your 
will, O God, glorify our beloved Servant of God 
by granting the favor I now request (mention 
your request), so that, we pray, all may know of 
his heroic virtue and holiness and may imitate his 
love for You and Your Church. Through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. (Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be)

Prayer for Beatification of 
Servant of God Isidore Quémerais

Martyrs to their Charity

Father Isidore 
Armand Quémerais

SERVANT OF GOD

Greater love has no man than this, that 
a man lay down his life for his friends. 
(Jn 15:13)

FATHER ISIDORE QUÉMERAIS,  
PRAY FOR US.

www.ShreveportMartyrs.org

The Vatican’s Congregation for the Causes of the Saints approved 
the initiation of Fr. Quémerais’ cause. Bishop Francis I. Malone 

confirmed the title “Servant of God” on December 8, 2020.

For graces and favors received through the intercession of the Servant 
of God Isidore Quémerais, please contact the Office of the Postulator: 

beatification@dioshpt.org or 3500 Fairfield Ave., Shreveport, LA 71104 

Fr. Jean  
Pierre

Fr. Louis  
Gergaud

Fr. Isidore 
Quémerais

Fr. Jean Marie  
Biler

Fr. François 
LeVézouët  

IMPRIMATUR:  + FRANCIS I. MALONE, Bishop of Shreveport



Fever epidemic. He and his pastor, Fr. Pierre, were 
part of the first group of volunteers as the city 
organized its compassionate response for those 
stricken by the virus. Choosing to minister within the 
quarantine, Fr. Quémerais did so with the expectation 
that he would contract the illness and die the horrific 
Yellow Fever death. Despite his own compromised 
health due to tuberculosis earlier in life, the young 
priest, faithful to Holy Mass and the Divine Office, 
anointed the dying Catholics and assisted at the 
bedsides of countless sick and dying, assuring them 
of eternal life and instilling in them the hope of the 
resurrection. Having just turned 26 years of age,  
Fr. Quémerais worked to the point of total exhaustion 
until he was mortally ill himself. He was the first 
priest to die on Sept. 15, 1873.

Bishop Martin acknowledged that Fr. Quémerais died 
while “practicing the charity that emulates” Christ’s 
love of His people and called him “a flower,…the 
angels gathered him for heaven.”  

He is buried at St. Joseph Cemetery at the foot of 
the large Calvary monument in memory of all five 
Servants of God. 

Born in Pleine-Fougères, Brittany, France, on Sept. 9, 1847
Ordained in Natchitoches, LA, in January 1871

Ministered in the Parishes of Rapides, Avoyelles and Caddo

Born the son of a ploughman from a small farming 
village, the parents of Isidore Quémerais, 
recognizing their son’s intellect, piety and desire to 
be a priest, allowed him to leave home at age 16 to 
study at the Seminary of Saint-Meen in the Diocese 
of Rennes, founded in the third century. From there, 
in 1870, he was recruited to leave his homeland, 
rich in Catholicism, to join other Breton priests in a 
newly erected diocese in the vast unknown frontier 
wilderness of northern Louisiana where Catholics 
were but a small minority. With fervent missionary 
zeal and filial devotion to his bishop, young Isidore 
was ordained at age 23. The bishop assigned him 
to be the assisting priest of Holy Trinity Church in 
Shreveport in early 1873.

Later that same summer, after convalescing from an 
illness, Fr. Quémerais entered the city to minister 
to its people in the face of great danger of a Yellow 

Father Isidore Quémerais

SERVANT OF GOD



Martyr to His Charity 
Died in Shreveport on September 26, 1873 

caring for victims of the Yellow Fever Epidemic

Almighty and merciful God, You filled the 
heart of your priest, JEAN MARIE BILER, with 
abandonment to Your holy will. Inspired and 
sustained by charity, he entered a disease-ridden 
quarantine knowing it would bring about his 
premature death, in order to keep the sacraments 
and Christ-like care available to the people, 
consoling his fellow man, regardless of creed, 
ethnicity or status, during a virulent epidemic, 
offering them hope of eternal life.

Bestow upon me the grace to selflessly love my 
neighbor and fully trust in Your providential love, 
as did this martyr to his charity. If it be Your 
will, O God, glorify our beloved Servant of God by 
granting the favor I now request (mention your 
request), so that, we pray, all may know of his 
heroic virtue and holiness and may imitate his love 
for You and Your Church. Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. (Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be)

The Vatican’s Congregation for the Causes of the Saints approved 
the initiation of Fr. Biler’s cause. Bishop Francis I. Malone confirmed  

the title “Servant of God” on December 8, 2020.

For graces and favors received through the intercession of the Servant 
of God Jean Marie Biler, please contact the Office of the Postulator: 

beatification@dioshpt.org or 3500 Fairfield Ave., Shreveport, LA 71104 

Prayer for Beatification of 
Servant of God Jean Marie Biler

Martyrs to their Charity

Father Jean Marie Biler

SERVANT OF GOD

Greater love has no man than this, that 
a man lay down his life for his friends. 
(Jn 15:13)

FATHER JEAN MARIE BILER,  
PRAY FOR US.

www.ShreveportMartyrs.org

Fr. Jean  
Pierre

Fr. Louis  
Gergaud

Fr. Isidore 
Quémerais

Fr. Jean Marie  
Biler

Fr. François 
LeVézouët  

IMPRIMATUR:  + FRANCIS I. MALONE, Bishop of Shreveport



both Fr. Quémerais and Fr. Pierre and blessed 
their graves. 

He offered Mass in Shreveport and at the convent 
and, though the lone priest, gave himself fully to 
more than 900 sick and dying persons, not simply 
caring for their bodily needs but more so their 
spiritual needs robbing death of its terrors as he led 
souls with confidence to eternal life. His charitable, 
selfless response led to his contracting the same 
deadly illness.

During the peak of the crisis, foreseeing his own 
demise and the need of the people, Fr. Biler sent a 
plea for more assistance to Fr. Gergaud in Monroe 
and Fr. LeVézouët in Natchitoches. Fr. LeVézouët 
administered the final sacraments to Fr. Biler, who 
on his deathbed, cried out in English, French 
and Breton: 

   

Born in Plourivo, Brittany, France, on Nov. 18, 1839
Ordained in St. Brieuc, France, on Dec. 17, 1864

Ministered in Caddo Parish

Jean Marie Biler was ordained for the Diocese of 
St. Brieuc, founded in the fifth century. Just four 
years a priest, he joyfully followed Bishop Martin to 
Louisiana in January of 1871. Fr. Biler, a relative of 
Mother Mary Hyacinth, superior of the Convent and 
Novitiate of the Daughters of the Cross in Fairfield 
with its Academy for girls, became the chaplain of 
the Daughters. Though initially displeased at being 
in Louisiana and with his difficulty in learning 
English, he ultimately committed himself fully to 
the priestly call and responded selflessly to the 
needs of his adopted community soon to be 
plunged into crisis. 

Fr. Biler, prepared to lay down his life for his friends 
and the people of Shreveport, quickly answered 
the call of the virus-ridden Fr. Pierre, Shreveport’s 
pastor, and entered the quarantine to attend the sick 
and dying. Fr. Biler provided the final sacraments to 

Father Jean Marie Biler

SERVANT OF GOD
He died on September 26, 1873, at the age of 33. 
He is buried with the Daughters of the Cross at the 
mausoleum at Forest Park Cemetery in Shreveport.

I am going to Heaven! 
Je vais au Ciel! 

Chan d’or Baradoz!



Martyr to His Charity 
Died in Shreveport on September 16, 1873 

caring for victims of the Yellow Fever Epidemic

Almighty and merciful God, You filled the heart of 
your priest, JEAN PIERRE, with piety, generosity 
and zeal for the salvation of all souls and a 
capacity to see the face of Christ in his neighbor, 
especially in the sick, the orphaned and the poor. 
Inspired and sustained by charity, this tireless 
shepherd did not desert his flock, but made the 
free and willing offering of his life for the salvation 
of his fellow man, regardless of creed, ethnicity or 
status, during a virulent epidemic, affording them 
hope of eternal life.

Bestow upon me the grace to selflessly love my 
neighbor and fully trust in Your providential love, 
as did this martyr to his charity. If it be Your 
will, O God, glorify our beloved Servant of God 
by granting the favor I now request (mention 
your request), so that, we pray, all may know of 
his heroic virtue and holiness and may imitate his 
love for You and Your Church. Through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. (Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be)

Prayer for Beatification of 
Servant of God Jean Pierre

Martyrs to their Charity

Father Jean Pierre

SERVANT OF GOD

Greater love has no man than this, that 
a man lay down his life for his friends. 
(Jn 15:13)

FATHER JEAN PIERRE,  
PRAY FOR US.

www.ShreveportMartyrs.org

The Vatican’s Congregation for the Causes of the Saints approved 
the initiation of Fr. Pierre’s cause. Bishop Francis I. Malone confirmed 

the title “Servant of God” on December 8, 2020.

For graces and favors received through the intercession of the 
Servant of God Jean Pierre, please contact the Office of the Postulator: 

beatification@dioshpt.org or 3500 Fairfield Ave., Shreveport, LA 71104 

Fr. Jean  
Pierre

Fr. Louis  
Gergaud

Fr. Isidore 
Quémerais

Fr. Jean Marie  
Biler

Fr. François 
LeVézouët  

IMPRIMATUR:  + FRANCIS I. MALONE, Bishop of Shreveport



them take healthy root everywhere he went. He 
founded the mission in Bayou Pierre (today Carmel) 
and was then assigned to establish a church 
dedicated to the Holy Trinity in Shreveport, a rapidly 
growing town in the region. His work as a tutor to 
children of all faiths earned the funds to build the 
first church.   

Known for his generosity, kindness and keen 
intellect, Fr. Pierre cared for orphans and the 
poor, and was available to all people with a gentle 
demeanor and charity noted by all who knew him 
and who later memorialized him. 

Heedless of the gruesome death he would face, this 
pastor refused to abandon his flock and remained 
in the virus-ridden city, organizing efforts to care 
for the sick and dying. He followed very closely the 
footsteps and teachings of the Lord Jesus, freely 
offering his life for others and persevering with this 
determination unto death.

He is buried at St. Joseph Cemetery at the foot of 
the large Calvary monument in memory of all five 
Servants of God.

Born in Lanloup, Brittany, France, on Sept. 29, 1831
Ordained in Natchitoches, LA, on Sept. 22, 1855

Ministered in the Parishes of
DeSoto, Caddo, Bossier, Webster and Claiborne

Village life centered around the small parish church 
where, as a youth, Jean Pierre served at the altar 
in a parish with a deep devotion to St. Giles and 
St. Blaise, who were among the Fourteen Holy 
Helpers of plague victims and who nurtured the 
heroic virtues that Fr. Pierre would come to 
exemplify in his priestly ministry. 

He left the rich Catholic culture of his homeland 
to serve as a missionary priest in a wilderness 
populated by a diverse mix of Protestants, Jewish 
immigrants, Creoles and a rich native culture. 
Fr. Pierre was known as someone who would 
befriend and extend Christ’s love to all. 

As a young priest who covered the vast frontier of 
Northwest Louisiana on horseback and on foot, 
Fr. Pierre sowed the seeds of the faith, watching 

Father Jean Pierre

SERVANT OF GOD



Martyr to His Charity 
Died in Shreveport on October 1, 1873 

caring for victims of the Yellow Fever Epidemic

Almighty and merciful God, You filled the heart 
of your priest, LOUIS GERGAUD, with apostolic 
zeal, an energetic nature, patience and forgiveness 
in the face of persecution and discrimination, 
courage in leadership, a pastor’s heart toward all 
and humility instead of personal advancement.  
Inspired and sustained by charity, this true 
man of God, calling it his duty, made the free and 
willing offering of his life to care so directly for 
the sick and dying, and to bury the dead, in a far 
off city during a virulent epidemic, knowing his 
decision would result in his premature death.

Bestow upon me the grace to ardently love my 
neighbor and fully trust in Your providential love, 
as did this martyr to his charity. If it be Your 
will, O God, glorify our beloved Servant of God 
by granting the favor I now request (mention 
your request), so that, we pray, all may know of 
his heroic virtue and holiness and may imitate his 
love for You and Your Church. Through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. (Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be)

IMPRIMATUR:  + FRANCIS I. MALONE, Bishop of Shreveport

Prayer for Beatification of 
Servant of God Louis Gergaud

Martyrs to their Charity

Father Louis Marie Gergaud

SERVANT OF GOD

Greater love has no man than this, that 
a man lay down his life for his friends. 
(Jn 15:13)

FATHER LOUIS GERGAUD,  
PRAY FOR US.

www.ShreveportMartyrs.org

The Vatican’s Congregation for the Causes of the Saints approved 
the initiation of Fr. Gergaud’s cause. Bishop Francis I. Malone confirmed the 

title “Servant of God” on December 8, 2020.

For graces and favors received through the intercession of the Servant of 
God Louis Gergaud, please contact the Office of the Postulator: 

beatification@dioshpt.org or 3500 Fairfield Ave., Shreveport, LA 71104 
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Fr. Louis  
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Biler

Fr. François 
LeVézouët  



When Fr. Gergaud received word of the epidemic 
and deaths of Fr. Quémerais and Fr. Pierre, he left 
by stagecoach that very day. Parishioners and other 
citizens, once hostile to his presence, begged him to 
remain. In a complete and exemplary imitation of 
Christ, he turned to his assisting priest and said, 

Fr. Gergaud arrived in the quarantined city and 
exerted himself beyond measure. Though there 
were more than 1,000 sick people, fewer than 25 
were Catholic; in the presence of death, it was the 
priest everyone summoned. He lived but 10 days in 
Shreveport, much of that time physically suffering 
the horrors of the Yellow Fever. Receiving extreme 
unction in his final moments from Fr. LeVézouët , he 
surrendered his life on October 1, 1873, to the virtue 
of charity now perfected in him. 

Calling him a true Homo Dei (man of God), Bishop 
Martin further said that “God alone knows how many 
souls owe their salvation to the heroism of [this] 
Catholic priest.” 

Born in Héric, France, on March 22, 1832
Ordained in Nantes, France, on Sept. 23, 1854

Ministered in the Parishes of
Ouachita, Morehouse, Union, Webster,  

Claiborne, Caldwell and Franklin

As a teenager, Louis Gergaud entered the Grand 
Seminary in Nantes and was ordained a priest 
for service in the newly erected Diocese of 
Natchitoches. The young priest was assigned to the 
missions in Northeast Louisiana and became the 
founding pastor of St. Matthew Church in Monroe. 
Despite overt hostility toward him, a Catholic 
priest, Fr. Gergaud persevered in his ministry 
among people of all creeds and ethnicities, giving 
freely of his time and resources to all in need and 
tending to the spiritual care of the slaves and former 
slaves of the region “like Fr. Peter Claver.” Known 
for his kindness and fortitude and ardent desire 
to evangelize, he established Catholic schools for 
both boys and girls. Catholic growth in the region 
expanded ten-fold during his time of ministry.

Father Louis Marie Gergaud

SERVANT OF GOD
Fr. Gergaud is buried in the cemetery he founded,  
St. Matthew’s Church Cemetery in Monroe

Write to the bishop, and tell him I go to 
my death. It is my duty, and I must go.



Martyrs to Their Charity  
Died in Shreveport while caring for victims  

of the 1873 Yellow Fever Epidemic

Almighty and merciful God, You filled the hearts of your virtuous 
and obedient sons with apostolic zeal such that they left their 
homeland to spend their lives of priestly ministry in a newly 
erected diocese, and their work proved rich in the holy fruits of 
selfless service which have lived after them.

With a charity that emulates Christ and without hesitation, 
they knowingly offered their lives and persevered with this 
determination unto death, desiring to console those sick and 
dying in the Yellow Fever Epidemic of 1873 with both bodily 
and spiritual care instilling in them the hope of eternal life, thus 
robbing death of its terrors.  

Grant me the grace to selflessly and ardently love our neighbor 
and fully trust in Your providential love, as did these martyrs 
to their charity whose witness continues to inspire many to 
holiness of life.

If it be Your will, O God, glorify our beloved Servants of God by 
granting the favor I now request (mention your request), so that, 
we pray, all may know of their heroic virtue and holiness and 
may imitate their love for You and Your Church. Through Christ 
our Lord. Amen. (Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be)

FATHER ISIDORE ARMAND QUÉMERAIS (+9/15/1873) 
FATHER JEAN PIERRE (+9/16/1873) 
FATHER JEAN MARIE BILER (+9/26/1873) 
FATHER LOUIS MARIE GERGAUD (+10/1/1873) 
FATHER FRANÇOIS LEVÉZOUËT  (+10/8/1873)

Prayer for Beatification 
of Servants of God

Martyrs to their Charity

Shreveport 
Servants of God 

Greater love has no man than this, that 
a man lay down his life for his friends. 
(Jn 15:13)

FIVE SERVANTS OF GOD,  
PRAY FOR US.

www.ShreveportMartyrs.org

The Vatican’s Congregation for the Causes of the Saints approved 
the initiation of their cause. Bishop Francis I. Malone confirmed 

the title “Servant of God” on December 8, 2020.

For graces and favors received through the intercession of the 
Shreveport Servants of God, please contact the Office of the Postulator: 
beatification@dioshpt.org or 3500 Fairfield Ave., Shreveport, LA 71104 

Fr. Jean  
Pierre

Fr. Louis  
Gergaud

Fr. Isidore 
Quémerais

Fr. Jean Marie  
Biler

Fr. François 
LeVézouët  

IMPRIMATUR:  + FRANCIS I. MALONE, Bishop of Shreveport



The Catholic culture of their homeland, enriched 
by stories of early saints and exemplary piety and 
devotion, including the Fourteen Holy Helpers (all 
but one of whom were early martyrs) who are 
invoked against the plague and other misfortunes, 
bounded back with great vigor following the 
suppression of the Church during the French 
Revolutionary era. Bishop Martin, a native of 
Saint-Malo, was among the first generation to see 
the faith renewed and restored across France. He 
responded to the call to become a missionary priest 
in America, ministering first in Indiana and then 
in southern Louisiana, before becoming Bishop of 
Natchitoches in 1853. As soon as he surveyed his 
new portion of God’s vineyard, the next year he  
made the first of three journeys to Brittany to 
recruit others with similar zeal and courage. 

When Shreveport was stricken with the third worst 
Yellow Fever epidemic in U.S. history, the five priests 
entered a city which was a “busy carnival of misery,” 
such was the suffering of the sick and the destitution 
of the poor. In Martin’s words: 

“Happy the diocese that could lose such men, happy 
the earth watered by their sweat and sanctified 
by their death. Martyrs to charity or martyrs to 
persecution, in their venerated tombs will grow the 
deepest roots of the Holy Church of the One whose 
death was our life.”

These are the words of the Bishop of Natchitoches, 
Auguste Marie Martin, who extolled “the ministry 
and the admirable virtues of these saintly priests,” 
Isidore Quémerais, Jean Pierre, Jean Marie Biler, 
Louis Gergaud and François LeVézouët , whom 
he had recruited from his native land of Brittany, 
France, steeped in Catholicism. To the noble appeal 
that offered them “No salary. No recompense. No 
holidays. No pension. But much hard work, a poor 
dwelling, few consolations, many disappointments, 
frequent sickness, a violent or lonely death, an 
unknown grave,” each of these willing souls, trusting 
in God’s Providence, answered Bishop Martin’s 
call with a courageous and resounding “Yes.” They 
came to sow rich seeds of the Gospel for the Church 
in the unknown frontier wilderness of Louisiana, 
ultimately achieving “an apostolic career filled with 
work and rich in the fruits of life, which will live 
after them.”

   

At no point was the city left without the sacraments 
as one priest after another entered the disease-ridden 
quarantine, making a free oblation of their lives, 
convinced they would die premature deaths because 
of their decisions, out of perfect charity. “I know that I 
am taking the surest and the shortest path to heaven.” 
“I am going to my death, that it is my duty, and I must 
go.” Each member of “this rare assemblage of priestly 
virtues, of science and of talents” practiced the charity 
that emulates Christ’s. They soothed a racking pain, 
cooled the fiery blood of the fever patient and slaked 
his thirst, but more so, assured the dying of the Lord’s 
mercy and instilled hope and confidence in the Lord’s 
promise of eternal life, thus robbing death of 
its terrors.

The example of the five martyrs to their charity 
has been revered from the time of their deaths. 
“They have fallen at their posts, dead in the arms of 
victory. No earthly warfare did they wage, for the 
spoils are Heaven.

God alone knows how many souls owe their 
salvation to the heroism of the Catholic priest.


